
 

 

 

ABORIGINAL BLACK TRACKERS: 

 
Tracking is an outstanding skill amongst the aboriginal 
people “Black Trackers” is renowned for their tracking 
abilities particularly in the bush.  Throughout Australian 
History tracking has been used not only to track and capture 
outlaws, but to find lost children, abandoned cattle and 
animals, and even to track down stolen goods. 
  
The diversity of telltale signs that a tracker must look for 
means that great skill and attention to small details are a 
necessity.  Tiny clues such as a broken twig, a displaced 
pebble or a partial heel print is sufficient to guide an expert 
tracker. The trees surrounding a site or camp should also be 
examined for telltale, scratches which reveal that those being 
tracked would have to climb to their escape.  Often the 
smallest sign can be sufficient to discover a trail. 
If the outlaw is a bushman like the tracker pursuing them, the 
task is doubly difficult as the signs and techniques the tracker 
knows the outlaw may also know. 
 
 
 



 
 

STORY ON CONSTABLE FIRST CLASS JOHN MITCHELL 

PLUS ACTUAL PHOTOS OF THE CAVE AT “ ANGEL’S 

GAP”. 

 
Plot Hatched: 

The fate of John Mitchell was decided one day in 1885 behind 
the grim wall of Bathurst Gaol. 
 
Local research indicates that Thomas Hobson had been 
employed in Coonamble as a butcher by William Evans. 
During the absence of Mr Evans who had gone to Sydney to 
seek treatment for his eyes, Angel butchered cattle he had 
stolen and sold the meat through the shop, pocketing the 
proceed. He was arrested by Sergeant Boyd and sentenced to 
4 years goal in Bathurst for cattle stealing. 
Thomas Hobson (alias Angel) had learned that a man could 
appeal against his sentence and taken back to the point of his 
original trail, for the hearing of his appeal. 
 
Read their story of their outcome on being transferred back to 
Coonamble Goal. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

COONAMBLE  INDEPENDENT  NEWSPAPER: 

 

Progress in the Coonamble District was soon to be aided by 
the establishment of the 1st newspaper. 
A man by the name of McNamara planned to publish “The 
Coonamble Independent” newspaper in 1877. But didn’t 
proceed. He sold out to a syndicate of 10 people including 
George Edwin Cass, who later purchased all shares from his 
partners. 
 
The first issue comprising of 4 pages subtitled “The 
Castlereagh River Advocate”  was published on January 12th 
1878 on the premises of Tooloon Street.  It had been claimed 
that “The Coonamble Independent” was the 1st newspaper to 
be printed on the Castlereagh. 
 
This story line has some fascinating information that is well worth 
reading. 
 

 

 



 

 

THE  BEGINNING  OF  COONAMBLE’S  POST  OFFICE. 

 
The first building of the Post Office was made of rough bark 
hut and was built for the use of a P.O. as this was the only 
place available in town that the Post Master General accepted. 
 
The Post Masters General Office in Sydney show that the 1st 
April 1859 saw the start of the first Post Office in Coonamble, 
with Mrs Sarah Burtt as Postmistress. Mr Jeremiah Reardon 
of “Bimble” Coonamble recommended Mrs Burtt to the Post 
Master general of the day and she was paid a salary of 12 
pounds a year. 
Mrs. Burtt left Coonamble in 1860 and there was some 
difficulty in getting a replacement. As Postmistress she had to 
provide a separate room for the Post Office with fitting and 
furniture. 
 
Several photos of locals who worked at the Post Office are 
available for viewing that still live here in Coonamble. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
COONAMBLE HOTELS: 

 
Hotel licences were not gazetted before 1865 and no official 
record exists of the situation of the 1st Hotel that was built. 
Page 32 VS 
Mr Edwin Poulton, the manager of the Commercial Bank in 
Coonamble in 1877 wrote in his diary that the 1st Hotel 
situated near the Magometon Creek, later call the Red Heifer 
and than the Red Cow Hotel, had been built partly of bricks 
made on the site. Old hand made bricks have been discovered 
in layers of silt about 18 inches underground in Jack 
McHugh’s yard near the Warrena Creek Bridge. Indicating that 
the area could have been the site of the inn or where the 
bricks were made. 
The old wayside Inns were being replaced by useful hotel 
buildings which offer hospitality and cheap old fashioned 
accommodation, for they in their turn have been supplanted 
by the convenience of motor cars------The Motels.   
 
This story line is something for the men who enjoy a good yarn 
over the bar. 
 
 



 
 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. COONAMBLE. 

 

Coonamble is a small country town of some 3000 people 
nestled on the Castlereagh River.  It is essentially a service 
centre of the largest shire in NSW covering the Western 
Slopes of the Warrumbungle’s and the plains of the 
Castlereagh.   
Coonamble was originally a part of the Dubbo Parish 
becoming a separate Parish in 1874 just 13 years after the 
town was gazetted. 
In 1876 Coonamble transferred to Maitland Diocese and 
remained there for 11 years. Although this time was short it 
was to have a lasting impact on the Australian church as it 
was to be responsible for the coming of the first Brigidine 
Sisters to Australia.  Even though it was much reduced in size 
the parish still covered a wide area and it included stations at 
Quambone, Weetalibah (Gilgooma) Teridgerie, Combara and 
the 2 separate occasions Gulargumbone.  Coonamble 
remains a very vibrant centre of the faith today. 
I was very fortunate to have donated to the Museum numerous 
Liturgical Coloured Robes. 
 



 
 

SHEARING IN COONAMBLE: 

The first blade shearing shed reputably was built on Budgeon 
by Mr. John Crowley for Mr. John McMahon in 1867. It was 
roofed with 40,000 pine shingles split from trees which had 
been grown on the run.  The wool was pressed with a spade 
in a hole in the ground. Martin Canham, son of Bridget and 
William Canham who had arrived in the district about 1860, 
worked at Budgeon for the McMahon’s. He carted wool to 
Morphett from Dahomey, than held by Allison and Downey. 
VS page 38. 

The shearing sheds, barns, woolsheds, stables and work 
sheds that were built by settlers and farmers in the 19th 
century were usually simple in their construction and ideally 
suited for their function. Often made with the materials readily 
at hand, these practical timber buildings have a special place 
in the history and development of NSW.  

If this is of your liking the stories that were told will leave you totally 
exhausted….a good read. 

 

 



 

 

COBB & CO. COACH  TRAVEL: 

The first mail, a private one had been carried by horseback 
from Mudgee to Coonamble. Later the mail was carried by 
locally owned coaches until Cobb and Co Coaches bearing 
the Royal Crown made of their appearance outside the local 
Post Office. 
 
The Cobb & Co Coaches that made their appearance in 
Coonamble before 1870 satisfied public requirements, 
although extremely uncomfortable to ride in, they gave the 
district an “Express Transport” service with a speed of 9 or 
even 10 m.p.h. and in spite of runaways, accidents, floods, 
bushfires and drives like Johnny Montgomery who did all his 
sleeping in the box seat – no time otherwise, they served their 
purpose well. 
 
Many more tales to read when you visit our Museum. 

 

 
 

 



 

 


